
186 Project Vote Smart - www.votesmart.org

Academic Experts



1872008 Reporter’s Source Book

Academic Experts

The experts listed in this directory represent a variety of issues and 
backgrounds. In compiling this section, Project Vote Smart has made 
every effort to be broadly inclusive and has provided sources that 
represent diverse political views.

This section is divided into the following topics:

 l Budget, Taxes, and the Economy
 l Campaign Finance
 l Elections
 l Environmental Concerns
 l Ethics in Politics
 l Gender, Race, and Politics
 l General American Politics
 l Health Care, Social Security, and Welfare
 l Immigration
 l The Internet and Politics
 l Media and Politics
 l National Security and Crisis Management
 l The Presidency
 l Public Attitudes About Politics
 l Public Opinion Research
 l State Governments
 l Voting Behavior

Academic Experts
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Budget, Taxes, and the Economy

Robert Forsythe 813-974-3229 
Dean Fax: 813-974-3030
University of South Florida rforsyth@coba.usf.edu
College of Business www.coba.usf.edu
4202 E. Fowler Avenue 
Tampa, FL 33620-5500
Expertise: Economics, markets, and politics
Political Orientation: Independent

Lance LeLoup 509-335-2542
Associate Vice Provost for International Programs, Fax: 509-335-2982
Edward R. Myer Distinguished leloup@wsu.edu
Professor of Political Science                                              www.ip.wsu.edu
Washington State University, Pullman
PO Box 645121, 206 Bryan Hall
Pullman, WA 99164
Expertise: Congress, presidential relations, the federal budget, and legislatures 
and executives in comparative budgeting
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Peter Navarro 949-357-9330
Professor of Economics & Public Policy Fax: 949-725-2838
University of California, Irvine navarrop@uci.edu
The Paul Merage School of Business
Irvine, CA 92697-3125
Expertise: The China economy, Federal reserve policy, housing and credit crisis, 
electric utilities regulation, McCain versus Obama-Clinton economics
Political Orientation: “good politics makes for bad economics” 

Walter E. Williams 703-993-1148
Professor of Economics Fax: 703-993-1133
George Mason University wwilliam@gmu.edu
Department of Economics, MSN3G4
4400 University Dr.
Fairfax, VA 22030
Expertise: Economics of discrimination, tax policy/regulatory policy, politics, 
and the economy
Political Orientation: Radical
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Campaign Finance

Frank Askin 973-353-3239
Professor of Law Fax: 973-353-1249
Rutgers Law School faskin@kinoy.rutgers.edu
123 Washington St. law.newark.rutgers.edu
Newark, NJ 07102
Expertise: Campaign finance, free speech, and disenfranchising
Political Orientation: Liberal Democrat

Edwin Bender 406-449-2480
Executive Director Fax: 406-457-2091
Institute on Money in State Politics edwinb@statemoney.org
833 N. Last Chance Gulch, Upper Floor www.followthemoney.org
Helena, MT 59601
Expertise: State-level campaign finances, disclosure, and “following the money”
Political Orientation: Nonprofit & Nonpartisan

Anthony Corrado 207-859-5302
Professor of Government Fax: 207-859-5229
Colby College ajcorrad@colby.edu
Waterville, ME 04901
Expertise: Campaign finance and presidential elections

Ken Mayer 608-263-2286
Professor Fax: 608-265-2663
University of Wisconsin, Madison kmayer@polisci.wisc.edu
Department of Political Science www.polisci.wisc.edu/users/kmayer 
110 North Hall, 1050 Bascom Mall
Madison, WI 53706
Expertise: Campaign finance and American government

Elections

John Bibby Home: 414-964-5376
Professor Emeritus of Political Science Fax: 414-229-5021
University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee jfbibby@uwm.edu
5507 N. Kent Ave.
Whitefish Bay, WI 53217
Expertise: Presidential elections, and congressional and state elections
Political Orientation: Moderate Conservative Republican
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James E. Campbell 716-654-8452, 207-766-5260 (summer)
Professor and Chair of the Department of Political Science Fax: 716-645-2166
University of Buffalo, jcampbell@buffalo.edu
State University of New York       www.polsci.buffalo.edu/faculty_staff/campbell
Department of Political Science, 520 Park Hall, N. Campus
Buffalo, NY 14260-4120
Expertise: Voting behavior, election forecasting, congressional elections, effect of 
presidential elections on congressional elections, presidential campaigns, cam-
paign finance, and political parties
Political Orientation: Republican

Richard Winger 415-922-9779
Editor, Ballot Access News richardwinger@yahoo.com
PO Box 470296 www.ballot-access.org
San Francisco, CA 94147
Expertise: Ballot access laws (current and historical), election results for minor 
parties (current and historical), and law changes affecting political parties
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Environmental Concerns

Charles Davis 970-491-6803
Professor of Political Science Fax: 970-491-2490
Colorado State University  charles.davis@colostate.edu
Fort Collins, CO 80523 
www.colostate.edu/Dept/PoliSci/fac/cd/vita/titlepage.html
Expertise: Environmental politics and policy, public administration

Michael E. Kraft 920-465-2531
Prof. of Public and Environmental Affairs (Political Science) Fax: 920-465-2791
University of Wisconsin, Green Bay kraftm@uwgb.edu
Mary Ann Cofrin Hall B310 http://www.uwgb.edu/pea/faculty/kraft.htm 
Green Bay, WI 54311 
Expertise: Environmental energy, and population policy

Ed Weber 509-335-2455 
Professor of Political Science Fax: 509-335-7990 
Director, Thomas S. Foley Institute                                     weber@wsu.edu 
for Public Policy and Public Service http://www.libarts.wsu.
Washington State University edu/foleyinst/administration/index.html
Room 825 Johnson Tower  
Pullman, Washington 99164-4880
Expertise: American political institutions, regulation, bureaucracy, and public 
policy with a focus on environmental policy and the reinvention of government
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Christopher M. Weible 303-315-2010 ext. 52010 
Assistant Professor Fax: 512-471-1061
School of Public Affairs chris.weible@cudenver.edu
University of Colorado, Denver 
Expertise: Policy processes, collaborative governance, science and policy, and 
environmental politics

Ethics in Politics

Christopher Arterton 202-994-6000, 202-994-5843 
Dean, Graduate School of Political Management cell: 202-486-8588
The George Washington University Fax: 202-994-6006
805 21st St., NW, Suite 401                                           arterton@gwu.edu
Washington, DC 20052                                                 www.gspm.gwu.edu
Expertise: Ethics in politics and media and strategy in politics
Political Orientation: Democrat

Bruce Buchanan 512-232-7212
Professor of Government Fax: 512-471-1061
University of Texas, Austin bruceb@mail.la.utexas.edu
1 University Station A1800 www.utexas.edu/cola/depts/government/
Austin, TX 78712 faculty/profiles/Buchanan/Bruce
Expertise: Presidential and American politics, American institutions, public 
policy, and political behavior
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Gender, Race, and Politics

Kathleen Hall Jamieson 215-746-3207
Professor of Communications & Director Fax: 215-573-7116
Annenberg Public Policy Center kjamieson@asc.upenn.edu
Annenberg School for Communication
University of Pennsylvania 3620
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6220
Expertise: Political advertising, speech and debate, and women and leadership
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Barbara O’Connor 916-278-6415
Professor of Communication Studies Fax: 916-278-7216
California State University, Sacramento boc@csus.edu
6000 J St.
Sacramento, CA 95819-6070
Expertise: Polling, women and politics, telecommunications policy, political 
spots, and the impact of technology on politics
Political Orientation: Independent (leans Democratic)
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Ron Walters 301-405-1787
Professor of Government & Politics Fax: 301-405-6505
University of Maryland, College Park rwalters@academy.umd.edu
Taliaferro Hall, Room 1119
College Park, MD 20742
Expertise: African-American politics and public policy issues

General American Politics

Bahram Rajaee 202-483-2512
Director of International Programs Fax: 202-483-2657 
American Political Science Association brajaee@apsanet.org 
1527 New Hampshire Avenue NW www.apsanet.org 
Washington, DC 20036-1206
Expertise: International Relations
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Michael Berkman 814-863-6120 
Associate Professor, Department of Political Science Fax: 814-863-8979 
Pennsylvania State University mberkman@la.psu.edu 
321 Pond Lab  
University Park, PA 16802
Expertise: American politics, education politics

Eric Lane 516-463-5886
Eric J. Schmertz Distinguished Fax: 516-463-4800
Professor of Public Law & Public Service eric.lane@hofstra.edu
Hofstra University School of Law
Hempstead, NY 11549
Expertise: Democratic theory, legislative process, local government, and New 
York government
Political Orientation: Democrat

Carolyn Long 360-546-9737
Associate Director of the College of Liberal Arts Fax: 360-546-9074
Washington State University, Vancouver coelong@vancouver.wsu.edu
14204 NE Salmon Creek Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98686
Expertise: American institutions in politics; congress, the courts, and public law; 
constitutional law; and civil liberties criminal procedure
Political Orientation: Democrat
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Christopher Simon 775-784-4601 
Associate Professor Fax: 775-784-1473
University of Nevada casimon@unr.nevada.edu
Political Science Department, Mail Stop 302 www.unr.nevada.edu/
Mack Social Science ~casimon/casimon.html
Reno, NV 89557-0060
Expertise: Contemporary American society and general American politics
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Health Care, Social Security, and Welfare

Stuart M. Butler, PhD 202-608-6200
Vice President Fax: 202-537-6778
The Heritage Foundation stuart.butler@heritage.org
214 Massachusetts Ave., NE www.heritage.org/About/
Washington, DC 20002 Staff/StuartButler.cfm
Expertise: Health care, education, federal budget, Social Security, and urban 
studies
Political Orientation: Bipartisan

Richard L. Kaplan 217-333-2499
Peer & Sarah Pedersen Professor Fax: 217-244-1478
University of Illinois College of Law rkaplan@law.uiuc.edu
504 E. Pennsylvania Ave. www.law.uiuc.edu/faculty/DirectoryResult. 
Champaign, IL 61820                                        asp?Name=Kaplan,+Richard
Expertise: Tax policy, Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid long-term care, and 
elder law (older Americans)
Political Orientation: Skeptic

Marvin Olasky 212-659-7219 
Provost Fax: 212-659-7210 
The Kings College molasky@aol.com
350 5th Avenue Suite 1500 www.worldmagblog.com
New York, NY 10118
Expertise: Poverty, abortion, education
Political Orientation: Evangelical

Immigration

Anthony Sisneros 217-206-6545 
Associate Professor Fax: 217-206-7807 
University of Illinois at Springfield sisneros@uis.edu
Dept. of Public Administration, Public Affairs Center Room 426  
One University Plaza, MS PAC 418, Springfield, IL 62703-5407
Expertise: Human resources, affirmative action, and diversity
Political Orientation: Independent



194 Project Vote Smart - www.votesmart.org

Academic Experts

Dwaine Plaza 541-737-5369 
Associate Professor Fax: 541-737-5372 
Oregon State University dplaza@orst.edu
Department of Sociology http://oregonstate.edu/cla/sociology/faculty/plazad 
Corvallis, OR 97331-3703
Expertise: Caribbean studies, migration and settlement, race and ethnic relations

The Internet and Politics

Larry Martinez 562-985-4713
Associate Professor Fax: 562-985-4979
California State University, Long Beach martinez@csulb.edu
1250 Bellflower Blvd. www.csulb.edu/~martinez
Long Beach, CA 908640-4605
Expertise: Cyberspace policy and international technology policy
Political Orientation: Democrat

Tracy Westen 310-470-6590 ext. 114
CEO, Center for Governmental Studies; Fax: 310-475-3752
Adjunct Professor of Communications Law twesten@cgs.org
USC Annenberg School for Communications www.cgs.org
10951 W. Pico Blvd., Suite 120
Los Angeles, CA 90064
Expertise: Communications law and policy, First Amendment and media, new 
communications technologies, internet and elections, e-democracy, e-gover-
nance, campaign finance reform, ballot initiative reform, and judicial elections
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Media and Politics

Lance Bennett 206-543-4946
Professor of Political Science Fax: 206-685-2146
University of Washington lbennet@u.washington.edu
Political Science Department, Box 353530 www.engagedcitizen.org
Seattle, WA 98195-3530
Expertise: Press-government relations, and American and comparative politics
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Robert W. McChesney 217-344-2545
Gutgsell Endowed Professor Fax: 217-244-7695
Department of Communication rwmcches@uiuc.edu
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign www.freepress.net
237 Gregory Hall, 810 S. Wright St.
Urbana, IL 61801
Expertise: Telecommunications and mass media, and political economy
Political Orientation: Vegetarian
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National Security and Crisis Management

Thomas Inglesby, MD 443-573-3304
Chief Operations Officer tinglesby@upmc-biosecurity.org
& Deputy Director
Center for Biosecurity, University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
Pier IV Building, 621 E. Pratt St., Suite 210
Baltimore, MD 21202
Expertise: Flu pandemic, avian flu, anthrax, smallpox, plague and biosecurity 
issues related to medicine, public health, science, and national security
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

David Schanzer 919-613-9279
Director, Triangle Center on Terrorism & Fax: 919-684-9940
Homeland Security; schanzer@duke.edu
Visiting Associate Professor of the Practice
Department of Public Policy Studies
Duke University
Box 90404, Durham, NC 27708-0404
Expertise: Terrorism and homeland security
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Gary Selnow 650-728-2828
Professor gselnow@sfsu.edu
San Francisco State University www.wiredinternational.org
1600 Holloway Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94132
Expertise: International medical communication, internet and political commu-
nication, interactive computer communication, and elections
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

The Presidency

Joel K. Goldstein 314-977-2782
Vincent C. Immel Professor of Law Fax: 314-977-3332
Saint Louis University goldstjk@slu.edu
3700 Lindell Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63108
Expertise: Constitutional law, presidency, U.S. Supreme Court, and vice presidency
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Bruce E. Gronbeck 319-828-4033, 319-936-7303 (cell) 
Professor of Communication Studies Fax: 319-335-2930
University of Iowa Center for bruce-gronbeck@uiowa.edu
Media Studies and Political Culture www.uiowa.edu/policult
The Obermann Center for Advanced Studies, M134-OH
The University of Iowa
Iowa City, IA 52242
Expertise: Political advertising, Iowa caucuses, presidential and political charac-
ter, presidential debates, and politics and the internet
Political Orientation: Centrist

Robert Johnstone 765-983-1264
Professor of Politics Fax: 765-983-1207
Earlham College, Department of Politics bobj@earlham.edu
Richmond, IN 47374
Expertise: Presidential politics
Political Orientation: Moderate Democrat

Shawn Parry-Giles 301-405-6527
Director, Center for Political Fax: 301-314-9471
Communication & Civic Leadership; spg@umd.edu
Associate Professor of Communication &  
Affiliate Associate Professor of Women’s Studies
University of Maryland, College Park
Department of Communication
2130 Skinner Building
College Park, MD 20742-7635
Expertise: Presidential election discourse, presidential political advertisements, 
women and politics, presidential war discourse, the U.S. news media
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan

Public Attitudes About Politics

Doris Graber 312-996-3108
Professor of Political Science Fax: 312-413-0440
University of Illinois, Chicago dgraber@uic.edu
1007 W. Harrison St., Mail Code 276
Chicago, IL 60607-7137
Expertise: Media and politics, public attitudes about politics, and information 
processing
Political Orientation: Independent
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Brent Steel 541-737-6133
Professor Fax: 541-737-2289
Oregon State University bsteel@oregonstate.edu
Political Science oregonstate.edu/dept/pol_sci/fac/steel/steel.htm
Gilkey Hall 311
Corvallis, OR 97331
Expertise: Environmental policy, and youth and politics
Political Orientation: Green

Glen Sussman 757-683-3841
Professor of Political Science Fax: 757-683-4763
Old Dominion University gsussman@odu.edu
700 Batten Arts and Letters Building                       www.odu.edu/~gsussman
Norfolk, VA 23529-0088
Expertise: Presidency, environmental policy, and political participation
Political Orientation: Democrat (objective in analysis)

Public Opinion Research

Michael Hagen 215-204-7798 
Associate Professor of Political Science Fax: 215-204-3770 
Department of Political Science michael.hagen@temple.edu
Temple University  
Gladfelter Hall 444
1115 West Berks Street, Philadelphia, PA 19122-6099
Expertise: Elections, public opinion, and public policy 

Kate Kenski 520-626-3066
Assistant Professor of Communication Fax: 520-621-5504
Department of Communication kkenski@email.arizona.edu
University of Arizona www.dingo.sbs.arizona.edu/~kkenski
1103 E. University Blvd.
Communication Building #25, Room 211
Tucson, AZ 85721
Expertise: Political communication, public opinion, gender and politics, early 
and absentee voting, research methods, and statistics

Andrew Kohut 202-419-4371
President Fax: 202-419-4399
Pew Research Center akohut@pewresearch.org
1615 L St., NW, Suite 700 www.pewresearch.org
Washington, DC 20036
Expertise: Media and politics
Political Orientation: Nonpartisan
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State Governments

David R. Berman 602-496-0209 
Senior Research Fellow Fax: 602-496-0964 
& Professor Emeritus of Political Science david.berman@asu.edu
Morrison Institute for Public Policy,              http://www.morrisoninstitute.org/ 
Arizona State University 
Mail Code 4220, 411 North Central Avenue, Suite 900
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2166
Expertise: Comparative state governments and arizona elections
Political Orientation: Democrat (objective in work)

Gerald Wright 812-855-6308
Professor Fax: 812-855-2027
Indiana University wright1@indiana.edu
Department of Political Science                        http://mypage.iu.edu/~wright1
Woodburn Hall, Room 311
Bloomington, IN 47405
Expertise: Voting behavior, public opinion, political parties, elections, and state 
politics

Voting Behavior

Paul R. Abramson 517-353-3285, 517-351-6197 (home)
Professor Fax: 517-432-1091
Michigan State University abramson@msu.edu
Department of Political Science
303 S. Kedzie Hall
East Lansing, MI 48824-1032
Expertise: Political attitudes and voting turnout
Political Orientation: Democrat

Peverill Squire 573-882-0097 
Professor of Political Science Fax: 573-884-5131 
University of Missouri squirep@missouri.edu 
Department of Political Science                               http://web.missouri.edu/ 
Columbia, MO 65211                             ~umcaspolswww/people/squire.html
Expertise: Voting behavior (with regard to challengers)
Political Orientation: Moderate
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Kathleen Watters 937-229-2378 
Associate Professor Fax: 937-229-2055
University of Dayton watters@udayton.edu
Department of Communication
300 College Park
Dayton, OH 45469-1410
Expertise: Undecided voters and political socialization
Political Orientation: Democrat
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