
PROJECT VOTE SMART’S  
VOTER’S SELF-DEFENSE SYSTEM DIRECTORY 

 
Project Vote Smart provides the public with comprehensive facts on more than 40,000 public 
leaders over the Internet (www.vote-smart.org), the Voter’s Research Hotline (1-888-VOTE 
SMART), and free publications (The Voter’s Self-Defense Manual).  Tools in the Voter’s Self-
Defense System include: 

 
     Core data on all presidential, congressional,  

gubernatorial and state legislative candidates and 
incumbents: 
• Biographical and contact information 
• Campaign finances 
• Issue positions 
• Special interest group ratings 
• Voting records 
• Public statements and speeches 
 
Federal Executive Branch Officials & Agencies 
• President, Vice President & Cabinet  
• State of the Union Addresses & Other Speeches 
• Issue Positions & Vetoes 
• Executive & Cabinet Departments 
• Independent Federal Agencies and Commissions 
• Other Federal Government Resources 
 
Federal Legislative Branch 
• Current Candidates and Incumbents 
• CongressTrack: Week at a Glance, Status of 

Legislation & Appropriations 
• Committee Information & Congressional Officers 
• Congressional Leadership & Senate Classes 

  
Other National Resources 
• Politics 101 
• National Political Parties 
• Think Tanks 
• News Media Sources 
• Demographics, Maps, Voting & Census Data 
• Polling Sources 
• Political Trivia 
 
Judicial Branch 
• U.S. Supreme Court, State Supreme Courts, Courts 

of Appeals, Federal District Courts 
• Cases & Opinions  
• Justices, Judges, Candidates, Nominees & 

Appointments 
 
 

 
State Government, Agencies & Resources 

• State Statutes & State Constitutions 
• State Governor, Executive, Legislative & 

Judicial Incumbents and Candidates, Offices 
and Departments 

• Legislation and voting records 
• State Leadership 
• Ballot Measures & Voter Registration Help 
• State Facts & Political Resources 
• Demographics and Maps 
• News Media  
• Political Parties 
• Think Tanks 

 
Local Government  

• County and City/Township Elected Officials 
• Local Election Offices 

 
Project Vote Smart Publications 

• Voter’s Self-Defense Manual 
• Reporter’s Source Book 
• Vote Smart Web Yellow Pages 
• Project Vote Smart Video 

 
Other Project Vote Smart Resources and 
Programs 

• Vote Smart Classroom 
• Young Voters Program 
• National Student Internship Program 
• Project Vote Smart Member Volunteer 

Program 
• Radio and TV PSA Program 
• Voter’s Research Hotline 
• Vote Smart Web Site 
• History of Project Vote Smart 
• Project Vote Smart Membership  
• RSS Feeds 
• API's/Web 2.0/Widgets 

 
 
 

 

FOUNDING 
BOARD 
 
George McGovern 

Fmr U.S. Senator 
Barry Goldwater 

U.S. Senator 
Geraldine Ferraro 

Fmr U.S. 
Representative 

John McCain 
U.S. Senator 

Michael Dukakis 
Former Governor 

Bill Frist 
U.S. Senator 

Bill Frenzel 
Fmr U.S. Representative 

Peggy Lampl 
Fmr Executive Director, 
League of Women Voters 

Jim Leach 
U.S. Representative 

John Sununu 
U.S. Senator 

Charles Mathias 
Fmr U.S. Senator 

Edward Brooke 
Fmr U.S. Senator 

Barbara Lee 
U.S. Representative 

Claudine Schneider 
Fmr U.S. Representative 

Kenneth Adelman 
Dir., US Arms Ctrl & 
Disarmament Agency, 
Reagan Admin. 

Chaka Fattah 
U.S. Representative 

Jon Trachta 
Attorney 

Marvin Cohen 
Fmr FAA Chair,Civil 
Aeronautical Board, 
Carter Admin. 

William Lacy Clay, Jr. 
U.S. Representative 

Irene Natividad 
Fmr Pres., National 
Women's Political Caucus 

Pat Schroeder 
Fmr U.S. Representative 

Gordon H. Smith 
U.S. Senator 

Tom Chandler 
Attorney 

Adelaide Elm 
Historian 

William Clinger 
Fmr U.S. Representative 

Dan O'Neill 
Attorney 

William Proxmire 
Fmr U.S. Senator 

John Hagelin 
Fmr Pres. Candidate, 
Natural Law Party 

Susan Brandes 
Community Activist 

Mary Dent Crisp 
Fmr Co-Chair, Nat’l 
Republican Party 

Newt Gingrich 
Fmr U.S. Representative 

Sonia Jarvis 
Fmr Exec. Dir.,Nat’l 
Coalition on Black Voter 
Participation 

Marianne Jennings 
Professor of Business Law 

Brent Steel 
Political Scientist 

Kyle Dell 
Political Scientist 

John Echohawk 
Native American 
Rights Fund 

Henry Kenski 
Political Scientist 

Richard Kimball 
President, 
Project Vote Smart 
 
(Partial Listing) 
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